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Cowboy Festival Comes Home to Hart Park

Celebrate our Western heritage with music, food, entertainment and activities for
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the whole family April 20-21

The Cowboy Festival is coming to the History Center!

It's back! The Santa Clarita Cowboy Festival is coming back to Hart Park — in the shadow of its most
famous silent Western star — on April 20 and 21. Open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days, the FREE
festival (that includes free parking and a free shuttle to the park) features three stages offering endless
Western music and entertainment; shop Sutler's Row for quality Western merchandise; interact with
living history characters and participate in activities for all ages.

Enjoy traditional cowboy “grub” (mmm, did someone say peach cobbler?), stroll Hart Park and drink in
the history of the space; visit with the Buffalo Soldiers camped in the meadow and watch the festival
blacksmiths at work. There are even activities outside of the festival (requiring separate tickets) at
Rancho Camulos and the Newhall Family Theatre; a tour of Melody Ranch, and Dancing Into the Dusk.
Go to cowboyfestival.org for information and tickets.
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http://www.cowboyfestival.org/

A Cowboy Festival wedding? It's a History Center first!

Dust off your boots and round up your partner, because love is about to ride into town in true western
fashion, as the first-ever Cowboy Festival wedding will take place on April 20 in front of the historic
Ramona Chapel at the Santa Clarita History Center. Couples with a love for the cowboy way of life are
invited to tie the knot embraced in the festival’s rustic charm and western ambiance.

Sponsored by the City of Santa Clarita’s “The Big | Do,” the Cowboy Festival Wedding package includes
a dedicated 30-minute time slot for each couple’s special cowboy wedding celebration, along with a
marriage license, ceremony, photo session, two Cowboy Festival T-shirts, and two VIP passes to the
Cowboy Festival. Additionally, couples will enjoy complimentary shuttle service, VIP seating at the
MANE Stage and access to the exclusive VIP Cantina, offering drinks and snacks provided by Lucky
Luke Brewing.

Don’t wait! Couples can book appointments now on the official wedding website.



http://santaclarita.gov/Weddings
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Former SCV Historical Society President Tom Frew dies

The Society lost one of its most colorful and historic members on January 12, when third-generation
blacksmith, photographer, community leader, social mover and shaker and past president Tom Frew
died in Ventura County. Frew was 94 and known by all during the formative years of Newhall and Santa
Clarita, serving on the school board, in the military during the Korean conflict and as a production
manager/location scout in the movie industry. A longtime Newhall resident, his parties were legendary.



He was a docent at Hart Mansion, served on the board of Friends of Hart Park and generously shared
his knowledge of the town’s history with visitors. Even though he closed his grandfather’s historic
blacksmith shop in 1970 and joined the entertainment industry, Tom was an essential member of the
Newhall Redevelopment Committee that advised the City Council on plans for a renewed downtown that
is thriving today. When Tom talked about Newhall, it was more like he was holding court with his endless
stories. He clearly loved his community.

Tom was interred in the Garden of Pioneers at Eternal Valley Memorial Park on January 30. His family
suggested donations in his name to the SCV Historical Society, which has plans to re-create elements of
the Frew blacksmith shop around artifacts donated by Tom several years ago.

Here’s a link to a Legacy production put together by the crew at SCVTV.
https://scvtv.com/2024/02/01/] -forging-memories-tom-frew-redi

Moving forward, one step at a time

When it's not raining, Victory Builders has been working on the steps to the Newhall Ranch House,
rebuilding the staircases and railings to welcome visitors to the historic building. While the building will
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remain unavailable until restoration is complete, making access safe for the public is the Society’s
number one priority.

Restoration is just one of the projects we are working on; staff, contractors and volunteers are also busy
securing our buildings from the weather, pests, and unwanted visitors as well as creating two new
museums and programming to enlighten our community about its heritage. YOU can be part of these
exciting efforts by making a donation and investing in the future of our community’s past. Click here to
donate or mail your check to SCVHS, P.O. Box 221925, Santa Clarita, CA 91322-1925. All donations
are tax-deductible.



https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=VMVYTLNNSYXA2

SCVHS Board welcomes Ivan Volschenk as new Director

The SCV Historical Society is taking business seriously with the election of Ivan Volschenk to its Board
of Directors. Volschenk is managing partner of Evolve Business Strategies, which manages the Santa
Clarita Valley Chamber of Commerce, and has served on the Society’s Advisory Board.

Making the move was a natural for him, as he hopes to help promote interest in the area’s history
through his service.

“The history of Santa Clarita is rich and most people aren’t aware of it,” Volschenk explained. “Hearing
about plans for the future was exciting and | look forward to working with all those involved.
Understanding the history of a community is essential for fostering a sense of identity and belonging
among its residents. By celebrating the diverse cultural heritage of Santa Clarita, the History Center
contributes to the cultural enrichment of the community.”

Proving some things come full circle, the future Pardee House museum will be one of the projects the
Board will focus on this year; until 1987, the Pardee’s main tenant was the SCV Chamber of Commerce.




Based on the TRUE STORY of William lrewis Manly

Author Deborah A. Fox at Old Town Newhall Library April 20

Western historical author Deborah A. Fox will speak about her new graphic novel “The Man Who Beat
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Death Valley” at 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 20. Her presentation is co-sponsored by the Santa Clarita
Valley Historical Society and the Santa Clarita Public Libraries and will be held in the community room of
the Old Town Newhall Library.

The book tells the story of Gold Rusher William Lewis Manly who, with partner John Rogers, broke camp
from nearly 100 other fortune seekers stranded in Death Valley in November 1849 to seek food and
water. They traveled 250 miles before they saw Rancho San Francisco (the original site of the Newhall
Ranch House now located in the Santa Clarita History Center) on the horizon. Vaqueros escorted them
to the ranch house, where they received food and provisions that they took back to Death Valley, saving
many in their party from starvation and death.

Fox is an Emmy-nominated digital graphic artist and author of “Everett Massacre,” which won a
Washington Museum Association Award. “The Man Who Beat Death Valley” was awarded a 2021 North
Street Book Prize. She will have copies of the book for purchase and signing. To learn more, visit her
website

https://debfoxdesign.com.

SCVHS nominates Meredith McGowan and Guy Horanberg for Man and
Woman of Year honors

Two people whose contributions have significantly contributed to the Society’s recent reinvention have
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been selected as candidates for the SCV Man and Woman of the Year by the SCVHS.

Meredith has worked with staff to coordinate the Society’s efforts for the Collection Assessment
Program, and was also instrumental in organizing the Museum Advisory Committee and Advisory Board,
as well as contributing to many projects in the last four years. Her skills as a library manager have
helped the Society significantly and her “can do” spirit is inspirational.

“It's really important to me to give back to a community that has supported me for so many years,” she
said. “When you find an entity that is close to your heart, | want to give back.”

Guy is a fixer of things mechanical and practical and one of the most multi-skilled and appreciated
volunteers in the SCVHS. A willingness to serve is in his DNA, his skills, curiosity, flair for logic and detail
and true love for whatever cause he is serving has helped the Society move forward. He goes above
and beyond to research the right way to fix something and his craftsmanship is deeply appreciated.

He loves being with people and said “Knowing we are making a difference and brightening someone’s
day is the best reward.”

The pair will be introduced to the community at a gathering of all the nominees on March 6 and the
winners will be announced at a gala event at the Hyatt on Friday, May 3. For gala ticket information, visit

www.scvmanwomanoftheyear.org.



http://www.scvmanwomanoftheyear.org/
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Lindenfeld and Landell’s General Store artifacts received

Recent acquisitions for the Society’s collection were two pieces from a business long gone from Main
Street. A postcard alerting a customer that their order had arrived at Lindenfeld and Landell’'s General
Store was purchased on eBay and donated. The card bears a postmark from Newhall, but is addressed
to a customer in Surrey, the original name of Saugus. Additionally, a 1911 calendar plate, given to
favored customers of Lindenfeld and Landell’'s, was donated by the Haskell family. Kind of makes you

wonder which advertising giveaways we all have in our garages might be valuable to future historians. Is
the possibility of a bidding war over an ancient ChiChi’'s coupon calendar in the cards?

HISTORY IS ALL AROUND US - Look what’s happening in the area!



Saturday morning Natural Area Discovery — Meet and Greet every
Saturday at 10 am and Noon

Join the natural area superintendents at Placerita Canyon and Vasquez Rocks Natural Areas every
Saturday morning for a free, fun meet and greet. Learn more about your park, ask questions and find out
fun ways to make the most of your visit. To learn more, visit parks.lacounty.gov.

Family hikes at Placerita Canyon Natural Area

Get everyone off their screens and outside for some fresh air and exercise! Every Saturday morning at
11 a.m., docent Judy McClure will lead a free family hike at Placerita Canyon Natural Area. The easy,
one-hour walk explores the natural and cultural history of the park.




AUTRY
MUSEUM

OF THE AMERICAN WEST

FREE Museum Day in Southern California, Saturday, March 23

On Saturday, March 23, over 30 participating museums throughout Southern California will be offering
free admission! With museums from Long Beach to Los Angeles to Santa Barbara, there is so much to
explore! View the full list of museums and plan your visits now at https://socalmuseums.org/annual-free-
for-all-2024/


https://socalmuseums.org/annual-free-for-all-2024/?fbclid=IwAR3aOZUMQND_Wc1nDRdOQxTciVOAImIJdSM849C0boyKNZRWh329DbMkBMg
https://socalmuseums.org/annual-free-for-all-2024/?fbclid=IwAR3aOZUMQND_Wc1nDRdOQxTciVOAImIJdSM849C0boyKNZRWh329DbMkBMg

HISTORY HUB
We will be featuring short items from the organizations that surround our Center in every issue; in the
meantime, please visit their websites to get information on their upcoming events.

Friends of Hart Park
www.friendsofhartpark.org

Walk of Western Stars
https://oldtownnewhall.com/walk_of_the western_stars/

Old Town Newhall Walking Tour
https://oldtownnewhall.com/walking-tour/

Placerita Nature Center
www.placerita.org

Vasquez Rocks
https://parks.lacounty.gov/vasquez-rocks-natural-area-and-nature-center

Rancho Camulos Museum
www.ranchocamulos.org

Ft. Tejon Historic Park
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page-id+585

Ridge Route Communities
www.ridgeroutemuseum.org

Fillmore Historical Museum
fillmore.museum mail.com

It's not too late! Donate to the SCVHS now by clicking HERE! Thank you!

The Dispatch is edited by Carol Rock. Questions and comments can be sent to crock@scvhs.org.
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