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Hart Park one step away from joining City roster

With the unanimous approval of both the Santa Clarita City Council and the Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors, the acquisition of Hart Park by the City took a giant leap toward reality, with only one
more approval needed.

The proposal now goes to probate court to clear any issues with William S. Hart’s will, in which the
property was given to the County for use by the people. Assuming everything goes well in court, a target
date for the transfer is July 1, 2025.
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Get your poodle skirts and tight black jeans, we’re having a ‘60s party!

The Santa Clarita History Center will be jumping and jiving when they celebrate the days of poodle
skirts and pompadours with “SCV History Hops: Back to the ‘50s”on Saturday, October 19 from 5 to 9

p.m.

Step back in time as a DJ spins classic tunes to get you on the dance floor. Take a picture with Lucy, try
your hip swivels as Elvis (really, there’s a contest, with a prize!) The Habit food truck will be there
slinging burgers, fries, chicken and grilled cheese sandwiches, and Pocock Brewing Company will be

pouring some favorite flavors of beer and cider, and soda pop will be available.

The event is a fundraiser for restoration projects within the History Center; the Saugus Train Station
needs a new roof and a new coat of paint, as well as help building out the museum of Southern Pacific



and Union Pacific history; the Pardee House, destined to become our museum of local history with
rotating exhibits, needs painting and museum infrastructure.

Tickets are $50 per person; sponsorships are available ranging from $1,000 to $5,000 with a variety of
benefits. For information, email crock@scvhs.org.

Volunteers assembled to prep for UV protection application. (L to R) Brad Jorgensen, Leon Worden,
Barbara Martinelli, Carol Rock, Cathy Martin, Madison Traylor

We’re covered — almost

Workers visited the History Center last week to apply protective ultraviolet film to the windows in the
Saugus Train Station and the Pardee House. The interior coverage will filter out most of the harmful
rays and minimize the damage to our artifacts and other museum pieces.

The cost of the project was covered by a Groundwork Grant through the California Cultural Heritage
Disaster Preparedness Project and the work was done by Metropolitan West. They discovered a few
cracked windowpanes in the process, which must be replaced before the UV film can be applied. Can
you help us with the cost of the replacement glass? Send a message to_schsdispatch@gmail.com if
you'd like to help.
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Thank you, L.A. County Supervisors!

The SCVHS recently received a supplemental Creative Recovery LA Reopening Culture, Tourism,and
Marketing Initiative grant for $10,304. In 2023, we received $14,303 from the same program to help with
our marketing efforts. The funding was made possible by the LA. County Board of Supervisors through
the American Rescue Plan Act to support the post-Covid recovery of museums, art centers and
programs, and cultural activities in Los Angeles County.

This funding supports, among other outreach efforts, the newsletter you're reading now and our
involvement in events such as the Hart of the West Pow Wow, the Santa Clarita Cowboy Festival, the
Santa Clarita Tourism Bureau and the Old Town Newhall Association,.




Ridge Route Communities Museum Curator Bonnie Kane and SCVHS Vice President Leon Worden
hold up the sign recovered from the weeds.

Society makes a really big loan

A circa 1937 MOTEL sign from the Gorman Motel, found by gunslinger Joey Dillon (of Cowboy Festival
fame) in the weeds behind the bungalows of the old motel, was purchased in late 2023 for the Society.
The sign, measuring 47x155 inches, didn’t come home to the History Center, because the Ridge Route
Communities Museum offered a much more appropriate display space, so a loan was arranged. The
deal got even better when a friend of Dillon’s, who had another sign that Dillon discovered, that read
GORMAN, offered to donate it to the museum to go with the MOTEL portion. Now the two hang as they
used to when they welcomed visitors to the mountain community. Historic fun facts: The Gorman Motel
was built by James “Lloyd” Ralphs, of the Ralphs supermarket family, which has owned Gorman since
1898.



https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=VMVYTLNNSYXA2

Vic Feany, the last owner of Newhall Hardware, helps load one of the building’s signs to make the trip to
the Santa Clarita History Center.

Newhall Hardware relics saved

Thanks to an extremely generous donation from former Newhall Hardware owner Vic Feany, we may
just be able to recreate the now-closed community gathering place that featured every sort of part or
piece, along with sound advice, to fix what was broken. The store, formerly on Main Street (which was
formerly San Fernando Road), was the place where the peanut barrel was never empty, everybody
knew your name and were always glad to see you.

Among the items donated, there are signs and scales, pictures, weights, widgets, fuel cans, gun
registers, banks of drawers for tiny things and hooks to hang big things. In other words, everything that
wasn’t merchandise that came home with Vic the day they closed the doors. Currently, our archivists
are busy researching and cataloging each item.

Click here for a story about the donation from The Signal (shared with permission)



https://signalscv.com/2024/07/scv-historical-society-fixing-to-build-newhall-hardware-exhibit/

Hart Park Superintendent Chris Mowry offers Watashne some grain.

Beloved Hart Park buffalo, Watashne, dies

Popular Hart Park buffalo Watashne died July 10, after a month of health issues and treatment by vets
Dr. Roueche and Dr. Cauble, and care from staff and volunteers who treasured the animal like a friend.
Watashne stopped eating in June and despite the best efforts from all involved, she died and a
necropsy was ordered to discover the cause of her demise. Park Animal Keeper Rachael Komulainen
wrote “So many animals have come and gone from my life but some, for whatever reason, are a deeper
soul connection for me. Watashne was one of those. She was pure magic —tame, unafraid, bold,
beautiful and a master teacher in human and animal relations.”




¥ Silents
Under the Stars!
Saturday, Sept. 7™ at 6pm

Presented by the friends of Hart Park and Museum with LA County Parks and Natural History Museum
Featuring flickers by two famous Santa Clarita actors
' William 5. Hart Harry Carey

\ Bad Buck of Straight
| Santa Ynez Shooting

Live accompaniment by Ray Lowe

Museum of rare Hart artifacts
BBQ dinner & dessert
Silent auction

B - music bye~

Mild Bill & the

, Mild Cats
William S. Hart Park

24151 Newhall Ave. Newhall, CA 91321

Tickets:
paEars friendsofhartpark.com/silents

Starlight, Silver Screens, Silent Auction



The popular summer event “Silents Under the Stars,” presented by the Friends of Hart Park and
Museum, the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation, and the the Natural History
Museum, returns to the grounds of Hart Hall on September 7. Enjoy a barbecue dinner, silent auction,
and the music of Mild Bill and the Mild Cats.

The night’s film selections include William S. Hart’s “Bad Buck of Santa Ynez” and Harry Carey’s
“Straight Shooting,” accompanied live by Ray Low. Enjoy a special never-before-seen display of
artifacts from William S. Hart. For tickets, scan the QR code on the flyer above or visit
friendsofhartpark.org/silents.
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Fireside Nights &
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DANCING BOOTS. CAMP CHAIR.
WESTERN WEAR & PICNIC

ENJOY OUR FOOD
TRUCKS & VENDORS

O SMOKING
DRINKING

Donations Welcome for Animal Care, Park Improvements, and Programs.

Please Call 661-268-0840 for Information. No Tickets/Registration Required.

Presented by LA Counly Parks ¥ Recrealion,
e Internalional Western Music Associalion Q%"(
arnd the Vasquez Rocks Nalure Cenler Associales



http://friendsofhartpark.com/silents

Fireside Nights: A Celebration of Western Music

Vasquez Rocks is hosting a free event this Sunday, August 11, from 6 to 8:30 p.m., featuring live music,
singalongs, animal meet-and-greets, storytelling, crafts, food trucks and vendors. Performers from the
International Western Music Association’s California chapter, including Buffalo Bill Marr, will bring the
music sure to get you dancing. Wear your best western outfit, from hat to boots, bring your camp chair
and picnic supplies and prepare to have a fun and memorable evening. Food trucks will be on site. No
alcohol or smoking in the park. Donations are welcome, with all funds benefiting animal care, park
improvements and programs.




HISTORY HUB
We will be featuring short items from the organizations that surround our Center in every issue; in the
meantime, please visit their websites to get information on their upcoming events.

Friends of Hart Park

www.friendsofhartpark.org
Walk of Western Stars

https://oldtownnewhall.com/walk of the western_stars/

Old Town Newhall Walking Tour
https://oldtownnewhall.com/walking-tour/

Placerita Nature Center
www.placerita.org

Vasquez Rocks
https://parks.lacounty.gov/vasquez-rocks-natural-area-and-nature-center

Rancho Camulos Museum
www.ranchocamulos.org

Ft. Tejon Historic Park
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page-id+585

Ridge Route Communities
www.ridgeroutemuseum.org

Fillmore Historical Museum
filmore.museum mail.com

Museum of Neon Art (Glendale)
WWW.Nneonmona.org

The Santa Clarita History Center
Dispatch is supported, in part, by the LA
County Department of Arts and Culture
as part of the Creative Recovery LA, an
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I's not too late! Donate to the SCVHS now by clicking HERE! Thank you!

The Dispatch is edited by Carol Rock. Questions and comments can be sent to crock@scvhs.org.
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