
View this email in your browser

November 2024

The Saugus Kart from the 1990s go-kart era of the Saugus Speedway, is the most recent artifact added to the

Society’s collection.

Speedway relics to relocate to History Center
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Race fans will be able to visit some of the most memorable items from Saugus Speedway’s history,
including the Saugus Kart from the Go-Kart racing era of the early 1990s. With impending development
of the Speedway property, Board Secretary Leon Worden visited with Speedway owner Doug Bonelli
and came away with some popular items. The kart was easy to transport, but two other items will take
more than a roomy truck bed.

Among the items calling back racing history is a built-in forge that farriers used when Saugus hosted
rodeos from 1926-1960.  Integral Communities, which is in the process of purchasing the property, has
agreed to relocate the forge to the History Center, along with a structure that drivers have asked both
the Bonellis and Society staff about – the block house where drivers checked in and weighed their
vehicles (it’s got a big scale attached). Big wins for the future of the History Center!

Dancers fill the checkered floor at History Hops: Back to the 50s; Lois Bauccio goes shoulder to shoulder with the

night’s celebrity visitor, Lucy Ricardo.

History Hops raises spirits and funds

An enthusiastic crowd of poodle-skirted and pompadoured guests enjoyed every minute of “History
Hops: Back to the ‘50s” on October 19. The dance floor was full, the rock’n’roll music nostalgic, the
burgers from The Habit and brews from local Pocock Brewery were delicious and special guest, “Lucy”
had the crowds in stitches. Along with dinner and entertainment, the fundraiser also featured a raffle
and appeal, bringing attention to the need for funds to open the Saugus Train Station Museum. The
word on the shuttle back to the parking lot was that a good time was had by all.  

Special thanks to volunteers who went above and beyond to make sure the event was a success -
 Meredith and Scott McGowan, Guy and Pat Horanberg, Joe and Gina Bodle, Jim Ventress, Matt
and Angelica Nelson, Madison Traynor, Cathy and Steve Martin, Tim Williams, Bob and Sharon



Spierer, Rosalind Wayman, Andrew Suarez, Brad Jorgensen, Leon Worden, Gloria Mercado-
Fortine and Susan Shapiro and Alan Pollack.

Golden Dreams Campaign to launch in 2025

The SCV Historical Society is getting ready to observe its 50th anniversary in 2025 and to
commemorate this important milestone, they are launching the organization’s first multi-year,
community-centered capital campaign in January. The first goal of the fundraising effort will be to raise
sufficient capital to bring the iconic Saugus Train Station Museum, featuring the Society’s first and
anchor acquisition, up to the highest standard in design as a train museum while maintaining its historic
integrity. Backing for the campaign will be sought from corporations, organizations, foundations and
individuals. Watch this space for more information and your chance to be part of the Society’s promising
future. If you’d like to be one of the first to donate, click here.

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=VMVYTLNNSYXA2


Current and past members of the SCVHS Board of Directors and Advisory Board gathered for the groundbreaking of

the Pioneer Oil Refinery Park. Pictured, from left, Leon Worden, Lois Baucchio, Barbara Martinelli, Patti Rasmussen,

Laurene Weste, Tim Burkhart, Carol Rock, and Marsha McLean.

Saving history by establishing a new City park

On October 29, the City of Santa Clarita and developer Trammell Crow broke ground on the Pioneer Oil
Refinery Park on Needham Ranch Road in Newhall. Calling the refinery a “pivotal moment in California
history,” Santa Clarita Mayor Cameron Smyth noted that the refinery and surrounding area would soon
become the City’s 39th park, offering visitors a chance to engage with the past while enjoying the
beauty of the present. The park offers an educational element as well a picnic area, walking paths and
will have its own bus stop.  

Built in 1876, the Pioneer Oil Refinery was the first commercial refinery in the country and was active
until 1888. Supplies of crude petroleum came from the fields of Mentryville, six miles away in Pico
Canyon. It was restored in 1930 by Standard Oil to honor oilman D.G.Scofield and the pioneers of the
California Star Oil Company, which was the precursor of Standard Oil, which then became Chevron. To
learn more about the history of the Pioneer Oil Refinery, click here.

https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/ap2926.htm


Eric Harnish, public information officer at College of the Canyons recently delivered a typewriter once owned by Signal

editor Scott Newhall to the Society.

Society gains typewriter of legendary journalist

A manual typewriter once owned and used by Scott Newhall, the owner/editor of The Signal newspaper
from 1963-1988, recently joined three others in the collection of the SCVHS. The Royal brand
typewriter, manufactured in 1947, was donated by College of the Canyons, where it had been on
display at the University Center and Administrative offices on campus. Newhall purchased The Signal in
1963, sold it to the Morris Group in 1978, and remained editor until 1988.
Newhall also had a love for the sea and its artifacts. Read about his famous tugboat in the current
edition of Elite here

Speaking of welcome, we welcome any and all donations to help us with restoration projects,
programming and outreach efforts. Why not invest in your history today? It’s as easy as a few
clicks here. No amount is too large or too small. Thank you!

https://scvelitemagazine.com/local-history-in-a-faraway-harbor/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=VMVYTLNNSYXA2


HISTORY IS ALL AROUND US! Look what’s happening in our area!

Interpretive signage event at Vasquez Rocks



On Saturday, November 9, visit Vasquez Rocks Natural Area for an Interpretive Signage Dedication and
Celebration. The FREE event will beheld from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. There will be a Fernandeño Tataviam
blessing and songs, animal interactions, guided hikes, crafts, food trucks. Perfect for families. Vasquez
Rocks Natural Area, 10700 Escondido Canyon Road, Agua Dulce.

AV Indian Museum celebrates Native American Heritage
Month with art exhibit

Celebrate Native American Heritage Month in November at the Antelope Valley Indian Museum State
Historic Park with exhibitions showcasing the work of Indigenous artists featuring their insights into their
rich cultural heritage. On November 9 and 10, artists Peggy Fontenot will showcase her work in
photography, beadwork and silversmithing. On November 16, visiting artist Judy Einboden will share her
gourd art and pine needle baskets. Artwork will be for sale. The museum will be open from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the above dates, admission is $3 for guests 13 years of age and older; children age 12 and
under are admitted free. Antelope Valley Indian Museum SHP, 15701 East Avenue M, Lancaster.



Light Up Main Street coming November 16

On Saturday, November 16, join the City of Santa Clarita for a festive FREE holiday event on Main
Street starting at 4 p.m. in Old Town Newhall. Enjoy entertainment, food, snow, crafts, games, shopping
and lighting the holiday tree (around 5:30 p.m.). Main Street from Lyons to 4th Street.



Natural decoration workshop set Dec. 7-8

The Placerita Canyon Nature Center Holiday Craft Fair will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday,
December 7 and Sunday, December 8. Visit the center and make your own holiday decorations using
fresh greenery, seeds and pods gathered from the natural areas. There is a cost for decoration
materials; this annual fundraiser benefits both the Center and its inhabitants. Placerita Canyon Nature
Center, 19152 Placerita Canyon Road, Newhall.



Charles Phoenix in Newhall December 8

The “King of Retro” Charles Phoenix will be making his first-ever Santa Clarita Valley appearance
December 8 at the historic Newhall Family Theatre. His 3 p.m. show “Holidayland” celebrates America’s
seasonal traditions with a classic vintage slideshow revealing how we decorated, dressed, dined and
drank for the holidays in the ‘50s and ‘60s. Presented by Raising the Curtain Foundation; tickets are
available from their website. Newhall Family Theatre, 24607 Walnut Street, Newhall.

https://www.raisingthecurtainfoundation.org/


Hart Park animals to share their holiday cheer

On  Saturday, December 14, visit the animals at William S Hart Park and see their special holiday lights!
From 5 to 7:30 pm, the barnyard area will be open for guests to enjoy a petting zoo, crafts, a raffle and a
visit from Santa. Admission is FREE! William S.Hart Park, 24151 Newhall Avenue, Newhall.



HISTORY HUB
We will be featuring short items from the organizations that surround our Center in every issue; in the
meantime, please visit their websites to get information on their upcoming events.

Friends of Hart Park
www.friendsofhartpark.org
Walk of Western Stars            
https://oldtownnewhall.com/walk_of_the_western_stars/

Old Town Newhall Walking Tour
https://oldtownnewhall.com/walking-tour/

Placerita Nature Center
www.placerita.org

Vasquez Rocks
https://parks.lacounty.gov/vasquez-rocks-natural-area-and-nature-center

Rancho Camulos Museum
www.ranchocamulos.org

Ft. Tejon Historic Park
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page-id+585

Ridge Route Communities
www.ridgeroutemuseum.org

Fillmore Historical Museum
fillmore.museum@gmail.com

Museum of Neon Art (Glendale)
www.neonmona.org

The Santa Clarita History Center
Dispatch is supported, in part, by the LA
County Department of Arts and Culture
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as part of the Creative Recovery LA, an
initiative funded by the American
Rescue Plan.

It’s not too late! Donate to the SCVHS now by clicking HERE! Thank you!

The Dispatch is edited by Carol Rock. Questions and comments can be sent to crock@scvhs.org.
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