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The Saugus Train Station Museum at twilight.

It’s not too late to jump on board!

The holidays are often the time we consider how we can remember our loved ones
with a special gift. The end of the year is also the perfect time to support those
charities and nonprofit causes that we support with a special contribution. We would



be especially grateful this year if one of your year-end tax-deductible donations
is to the Santa Clarita History Center.

Here at the Center, we have been putting a fresh face on our historic buildings.
Although the park is open to visitors, the buildings have been closed to the public for
repairs and renovations since the beginning of the pandemic.

One of the treasures of the Center is the Saugus Train Station, the first building
moved onto the campus back in 1980. Not only have careful renovations been made
to Santa Clarita’s original rail link to the rest of the country, but exciting new exhibits
are also being planned and prepared for a grand opening of the train station this
summer to coincide with the Society’s 50th Anniversary! Eye-catching, engaging, and
educational displays utilizing the latest technologies will be employed to tell the story
of how the railroad changed this extraordinary land.

These repairs and exhibits, true to factual history in every respect, are a costly
undertaking. Donations are the life blood of all nonprofit organizations, and the Santa
Clarita Valley Historical Society is no exception. The Society is recognized by the IRS
as a tax-exempt organization. Your generous year-end gift of any size will be put to
the very best use possible. You will have the gratitude of school children, train
enthusiasts, and everyone who loves our valley as a reward for years to come. There
is also the added bonus that you will be able to visit the fruits of your generosity over
and over again as our museums grow and evolve.

There are four ways to give:

« Donate immediately by clicking HERE.

e Donate though our website at www.scvhs.org. Make an impact all year
long by becoming a sustaining (monthly) donor or make a one-time
investment today.

o Send a check to the Santa Clarita Valley Historical Society,P.O. Box
221925, Santa Clarita, CA 91322-1925.

» Give from your Donor Advised Fund (DAF)

For any questions or assistance in making your donation, or establishing ongoing
support, please contact our Development Director Lois Bauccio at
Ibauccio@scvhs.org.

Thank you for your continued interest and support. We look forward to welcoming you
at the restored and renewed Saugus Train Station Museum this summer!



Scorched earth around the Ramona
Chapel and the hillside near the
Edison house. The History Center had
a close call one December night.

Too close for comfort

Shortly after 7 p.m. on Tuesday, December 17, a small (1/8 acre) fire threatened the
Ramona Chapel and Edison House, burning leaves and brush in front of the chapel
walkway and halfway up the hill between the chapel and the Edison House. An alert
passing motorist called in the incident and Station 73 made quick work of putting out
the flames (with some assistance from Stations 126 and 111). Thank you Los Angeles
County Fire Department!

We’'re also extremely grateful for volunteers Guy Horanberg and Mike Jarel who
raked and cleared leaves and loose brush from the area over the summer. Without
that work, it could have been much worse. Mid-month windstorms most likely knocked
many leaves from the surrounding trees and provided fuel for the fire. The plan for
2025 is vigilance after windy weather to protect our precious structures. We're also
looking to bolster our fire protection with more cameras and sensors. Want to
contribute to this preventive project? Click HERE to help.




(From left) Rudy Ortega Jr., president, Fernanderio-Tataviam Band of Mission
Indians; Lauren van Schilfgaarde, board member, Pukuu, Don Kimball, president,
FivePoint Valencia, Nogwa Smith, scholarship recipient; Matt Carpenter, senior vice
president, FivePoint; Summer Herrera, scholarship recipient; Sam Rojas,director of
environmental resources, FivePoint; Abigail Gallardo, scholarship recipient.

Stars come out for the night

Title sponsor FivePoint helped make the 20th annual Night with the Stars event a
huge success on November 8 at the Skirball Cultural Center. The event benefits
Pukuu Cultural Community Services, a nonprofit affiliate of the Fernandefio-Tataviam
Band of Mission Indians that provides sustainable, culturally-based services for
Native Americans in Los Angeles County and awards scholarships to students who
are either Indigenous or studying tribal cultural resources management.




SCVHS President Alan Pollack (with megaphone) leads a group through some of the ruins of the

St. Francis Dam during last year’s tour of the site.

On March 15, 2025, join the SCVHS for the annual lecture and tour of the site of one
of California’s worst natural disasters, the failure of the St. Francis Dam. More than
450 people died in the flood caused by the dam break that happened just before
midnight, March 12, 1928. Learn about this historic event and visit the sites in San
Francisquito Canyon where disaster struck with tragic consequences. Hear from
experts on the disaster, Alan Pollack, Frank Rock, Ann Stansell and Dianne
Hellrigel who will accompany participants on a bus trip to the site for a hike around
some of the ruins, highlighted by informative and entertaining stories.

Tickets are $75 per person and include a light snack and water. Be sure to wear
comfortable shoes and long pants for the hike. Tickets go fast, so get yours today! All
monies raised go toward projects and programs for the community at the Santa
Clarita History Center.

For tickets, click the link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-annual-st-francis-dam-
disaster-lecture-and-bus-tour-tickets-1128566124659?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Campus banners celebrating accomplished College of the Canyons alumni feature one of our own

board members, Sarah Brewer.

Recognizing the best of the best



Visitors to College of the Canyons might notice a banner featuring the smiling face of
SCVHS Board member Sarah Brewer, who graduated COC with a degree in history.
Brewer continued to earn both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in history from
California State University, Northridge and puts those degrees to work every day as
the Regional Park Superintendent at Vasquez Rocks Natural Area. She worked as an
archaeologist and naturalist before rising to her current status with L.A. County. We
are indeed fortunate to have her as part of our team!
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Santa Clarita Councilmembers Marsha McLean and Laurene Weste flank Walk of
Western Stars inductee Martin Kove during the unveiling of his saddle.

Three new legends join Walk of Western Stars

In ceremonies held November 23 on Lyons Avenue near the Laemmle Theatre, three
more bronze saddles were unveiled, celebrating the area’s Western cinematic
heritage. New Walk of Western Stars inductees included Martin Kove (Karate Kid,
Cobra Kai), rodeo champ Sammy Thurman-Brackenbury, and actor/stunt
performer, the late Jeannie Epper. Learn more about the Walk HERE.

Helen Hunt Jackson returns to Camulos

Visit Rancho Camulos Museum on Saturday, January 11, from 1 to 3 p.m. and
experience author Helen Hunt Jackson’s January 1882 visit that inspired her to
include the Rancho and its Californio lifestyle as one of the settings in her novel
‘Ramona.” Re-enactors will engage and enlighten visitors about this this event that
forever changed the peaceful life at Camulos. Docent-led tours will follow the re-
enactment until 4 p.m. Reservations are recommended (but not required) and can be
made by calling (805) 521-1501. $10 donation suggested. Rancho Camulos Museum
is located at 5164 Telegraph Road in Piru, right on Highway 126.
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New docent training for Placerita set January 14

No special background is needed to become a volunteer docent at the Placerita
Canyon Natural Area. Come learn about the natural environment, teach children
about nature and make a difference in your community. Training starts Tuesday,
January 14, with classes meeting Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon.
Classes continue for 12 weeks. Cost of the training is $75 (Seniors$60), which
includes all training materials (instruction manual, field guide, T-shirt, and related
items). For more information, call (661) 259-77210r email ron@placerita.org.
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Santa Clarita Cowboy Festival, April 12-13

Enjoy this free two-day festival featuring cowboy, country, folk, bluegrass and Western
music; Western swing dancing, trick ropers, living history, vintage vendors and the
return of weddings in front of the Ramona Chapel! The Santa Clarita Cowboy Festival
will take place Saturday April 12 and Sunday April 13 in Hart Park. Don’t miss the fun!
Visit www.cowboyfestival.com for details as they become available.

October

Saturday 4*  William S. Hart Park
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Hart of the West Pow Wow October 4-5

SAVE THE DATE! The Hart of the West Pow Wow is a powerful gathering of multiple
Indigenous peoples coming together to enjoy food, traditions, community and dance.
11 a.m.- 6 p.m. Saturday, 11 a.m.- 5 p.m. Sunday,

HISTORY HUB

We will be featuring short items from the organizations that surround our Center in
every issue; in the meantime, please visit their websites to get information on their
upcoming events.

Friends of Hart Park

www.friendsofhartpark.org

Walk of Western Stars
https://oldtownnewhall.com/walk_of the western_stars/

Old Town Newhall Walking Tour
https://oldtownnewhall.com/walking-tour/

Placerita Nature Center
www.placerita.org

Vasquez Rocks
https://parks.lacounty.gov/vasquez-rocks-natural-area-and-nature-center

Rancho Camulos Museum
www.ranchocamulos.org

Ft. Tejon Historic Park
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page-id+585

Ridge Route Communities
www.ridgeroutemuseum.org

Fillmore Historical Museum
fillmore.museum@gmail.com




Museum of Neon Art (Glendale)
WWWw.neonmona.org

WE GOT THE
GRANT!

Reopening Culture, Tourism, and Marketing
Initiative Supplemental Funding
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The Santa Clarita History Center
Dispatch is supported, in part, by
the LA County Department of
Arts and Culture as part of the
Creative Recovery LA, an

initiative funded by the American
Rescue Plan.

It's not too late! Donate to the SCVHS now by clicking HERE! Thank you!

The Dispatch is edited by Carol Rock. Questions and comments can be sent to

crock@scvhs.org.
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